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CHALLENGES FOR SOUTH FLORIDA WITH 
ACCELERATING SEA LEVEL RISE

• POROUS LIMESTONE ROCK

• LOW TOPOGRAPHY

• CANAL SYSTEMS

• SALT WATER INTRUSION

• FLOOD INSURANCE

Image: South Florida Climate Change Task Force
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Source: Miaminewtimes.com
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MIAMI AND SEA LEVEL RISE

WHAT IS BEING DONE
• MIAMI BEACH:

• $400 MILLION FOR PUMPS AND OTHER 
INFRASTRUCTURE

• BEACH RENOURISHMENT

• LIVING WALLS

• NEW BUILDING STANDARDS AND SEA WALL HEIGHTS

• REGIONAL:

• SOUTH FLORIDA CLIMATE CHANGE TASK FORCE

CHALLENGES
• NEED FOR INCREASED PUBLIC AWARENESS

• LITTLE STATE POLITICAL WILL

• ACROSS PLATFORMS AND TO DIVERSE 
COMMUNITIES

• RESOURCE SCARCITY
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CREATIVE WORK: “SOUTH FLORIDA’S RISING SEAS”

• ORIGINATED FROM SEJ 2011 SEA LEVEL RISE TOUR

• 26-MINUTE AWARD-WINNING DOCUMENTARY PRODUCED 
BY KATE MACMILLIN AND JULIET PINTO, FIU-SJMC FACULTY

• AIRED ON PUBLIC TELEVISION IN JANUARY 2014

• WAS REPURPOSED FOR PBS NEWSHOUR (MARCH 2014) 
AND THE SUN-SENTINEL FEATURE ON SEA LEVEL RISE (APRIL 
2014)

• HAS BEEN AIRED DOZENS OF TIMES AND VIEWED ONLINE 
THOUSANDS OF TIMES

• TRAILER (ONE-MINUTE)

Juliet Pinto, FIU SJMC, Copyright 2016

http://video.wpbt2.org/video/2365148517/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-W5f2KYHyBA


GRANT FUNDED ACTIVITY: TEACHING AND 
RESEARCH/CREATIVE WORK

EYES ON THE RISE
• $35,000 CHALLENGE FUND GRANT TO 

“HACK THE CURRICULUM”

• NEW COURSES

• SEA LEVEL RISE APP

• COLLABORATIONS WITH HIGH SCHOOLS

• VIDEOS FOR PUBLIC TELEVISION
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http://eyesontherise.org/
http://eyesontherise.org/app


STUDENT WORK
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STUDENT WORK: SOUTH FLORIDA’S RISING SEAS: 
IMPACT
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SEA LEVEL RISE IN THE CLASSROOM(S)
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EVENT JOURNALISM: KING TIDE DAY, OCT. 9, 
2014

Juliet Pinto, 
FIU SJMC, 
Copyright 
2016



KING TIDES, SEPT. 28, 2015
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KING TIDES, OCT. 28, 2015
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KING TIDES, NOV. 24, 2015

• CITIZEN SCIENCE TO ENGAGE AND EMPOWER COMMUNITIES
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COP21
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HEAVY MEDIA COVERAGE

• WEATHER CHANNEL

• TODAY SHOW

• WASHINGTON POST

• NEW YORKER

• CBS4

• NBC6

• LOCAL 10

• WFLX

• WPVT

• TELEMUNDO

• GUARDIAN

• FUSION

• MIAMI HERALD

• SUN SENTINEL

• DIARIO LAS AMERICAS

• CURBED MIAMI

• BISCAYNE TIMES

• WEATHER.COM . . . . .
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBvlDwc9gbw&list=UU0AqM5y9qd0WMWDtX7MF5OA
http://www.today.com/video/today/56214810
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2014/10/08/this-weeks-king-tides-provide-a-glimpse-into-our-high-water-future/


LESSONS LEARNED

• BREAKING DOWN THOSE SILOS! IMPORTANCE OF INTERDISCIPLINARY COLLABORATIONS IN SEEKING GRANTS

• GOOD WORKING RELATIONSHIPS WITH PARTNERS IN VARIOUS SECTORS

• HUMAN STORIES ACROSS MULTIPLE PLATFORMS

• INVOLVING STUDENTS ACROSS ACADEMIC UNITS

• BETTER UNDERSTANDING ROLE OF CULTURE IN COMMUNICATING ENVIRONMENTAL/SCIENTIFIC ISSUES

• SHARING RESOURCES

• GET PAST ENVIRONMENT V. ECONOMY OR CLIMATE CHANGE “DEBATE”

• CREATIVE ENGAGEMENT
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THANK YOU!
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