
SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES FOR 
EVENTS & HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY

12:00-12:03PM – Welcome: Sea Level Solutions Center, FIU Institute of
Environment: Marie Trejos and Tiffany Troxler

12:03-12:10PM – Quality of Life Survey: Alyssa Hernandez
12:10-12:20PM – The Science Behind Climate Change: Marie Trejos
12:20-12:30PM – Sustainability Practices for Events & Hospitality 

Industry to Mitigate Climate Change: Vivian Belzaguy
12:30-12:35PM – How Did We Do? (Zoom Poll): Alyssa Hernandez
12:35-12:40PM – MESAN Resource Monitoring Application 

Demonstration: Dr. Susan Jacobson
12:40-12:55PM – Panel Discussion and Q&A: Dr. John Buschman and

Vivian Belzaguy; Moderator: Marie Trejos
12:55-12:57PM – OPEN FLOOR / Closing Remarks
12:57-01:00PM – Satisfaction Survey (Zoom Poll): Marie Trejos
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Quality of Life Poll



What is Sustainability? 
“Sustainable development, is development that 
meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs...” 
(Brundtland Commission’s report, Our Common 
Future)

Implement Adaptive Management 
• Creative design and critical planning 
• Thinking “Closed-Loop-Cycle” processes 
• Implementing innovative technology
• Adapting Best Management Practices 
• Strong Sustainability emphasizes cultural and 

ecological values 
Norton, Bryan. “Sustainability, Human Welfare and Ecosystem Health.” Environmental Values 1, no. 2, 
(1992): 97–111. doi:10.3197/096327192776680133.

http://dx.doi.org/10.3197/096327192776680133


Climate change
The basics - Greenhouse Effect 
• Human activities have increased the abundance of heat-

trapping gases in the atmosphere such as Carbon Dioxide, and 
Methane.  

• Methane (CH4 ) is a greenhouse gas that traps 28 
times more heat than CO2

• Our temperature is on pace to rise 4 Celsius by 2100 (in 80 
years) to avoid the worst impacts of climate change we must 
keep the rise below 2 Celsius 



Climate change 
Rising temperatures & sea level rise 
• CO2 released from burning fossil fuels causes 

our oceans to warm and acidify à causing 
Coral Reef bleaching à switch to clean energy, 
more efficient transportation

• Warmer temperatures cause glaciers to melt 
causing sea levels to rise à flooding coastal 
zones and pushing saltwater to fresh drinking 
water ecosystems and aquifers à participate 
in urban forestry initiatives  

• A warmer atmosphere leads to more extreme 
weather à Increasing intensity, frequency and 
duration of heat waves and storms à reduce 
greenhouse gases emissions “The warming that we’ve seen in the last 30 

years is clearly due to human-made greenhouse 
gases.”-JAMES HANSEN, Former director, NASA 

Goddard Institute for Space Studies



Climate change 
Natural Resource usage

• Due to population growth and increasing demands, we 
are depleting our natural resources much faster than 
they can be naturally replenished. 

• Food systems across the world account for almost 
30% of global greenhouse gas emissions, use the most 
of freshwater resources, and contribute to 
deforestation and biodiversity loss.

• By the year 2030, Floridians will need 1.3 billion more 
gallons of water every day, more than a 20 percent 
increase compared to 2010 demands (the Florida 
Chamber Foundation). 



climate change 
Nutrient Pollution & Food production

• Nutrient runoff from leaching fertilizers and raw 
sewage causes algal blooms à Depleting oxygen 
levels in water causing the death of fish and other 
aquatic life à control use of fertilizers and nutrient 
runoff from entering our waterways

• About 30% of food produced for human 
consumption is wasted 

• When food scraps or other organic material 
decomposes in landfills, they generate methane 
gas à divert food from landfills by donating to 
food banks, shelters, or composting

• Landfills are the third largest source of 
methane emissions in the U.S.  à divert 
waste from landfills

• Save carbon emissions from processing and 
transportation à Shop local produce 



climate change -
solid Waste & marine DEBRIS

• Plastics are made from petroleum 
products à producing more Carbon 
Dioxide emissions
• Say no to single use plastic à sell 

reusable water bottles or cups à
recycle materials 
• Stormwater runoff picks up debris 

along the way polluting waterways and 
oceans à plastics breakdown to 
microplastics entering our food chain 
• Most plastics end up as marine debri

By 2050, plastic in the oceans 
will outweigh fish predicts a report 
from the Ellen MacArthur Foundation, 
in partnership with the World 
Economic Forum. 



THINKING ON AN EVENT’S EFFECTS ON IT’S COMMUNITY
1. CREATING A POSITIVE RIPPLE EFFECT



Key Ways Events Can Become More Sustainable
1. prevent Pollution



Key Ways Your Event Can Become More Sustainable
2. Waste REDUCTION



Key Ways Your Event Can Become More Sustainable
3. Nature Conservation



Key Ways Your Event Can Become More Sustainable
4. natural Resource Management



Key Ways Your Event Can Become More Sustainable
5. Community Engagement



Key Ways Your Event Can Become More Sustainable
6. Public health – During COVID-19



THINKING ON AN EVENT’S EFFECTS ON IT’S COMMUNITY



How Did We Do? 
Poll



MESAN 
Resource Monitoring Mobil App



Qr cODE
MESAN FORM 

Web Link: https://mesan.miami/monitor

Complete for all 3 fields on the top menu 

https://mesan.miami/monitor


Sign up to 
participate in 
our next citizen 
science event

http://miamistories.net/projects/



Panel Discussion and
Q&A



panelist Questions
• How have events traditionally been held and how have they been wasteful? How problematic they are for the environment? 

• What are some trends/ misconceptions you find business owners or festival organizers have when trying to become sustainable?

• What is the process for an event organizer or anyone in the hospitality industry to start diverting food from landfills?  Can you give us some 
examples how you’ve worked with local organizations and student volunteers?

• Can you share with us how you’ve engaged participants in environmental behaviors with social media strategies? 
• What are some ways events can conserve energy and water? How do you measure/ keep track you are being as sustainable as possible? 

• How is the future of sustainability affected in the Hospitality Industry with Coronavirus? Especially in large and mega events?

• In all your hospitality & event industry what are the biggest sustainability achievements you’ve seen? 

• Do you provide options for sustainability collaboration and fundraising?

“Conservation biology, resource management, ecological restoration, and climate change adaptation require us to 
act with incomplete knowledge, a tolerance of uncertainty,  and a mix of science, art, intuition, and information 
(Soule 1985)”.



Food Rescue
at SobeWFF



Food Rescue
at SobeWFF



Anaerobic Digesters 

Diane the Digester at BCCC



The Living Laboratory at BBC
Interdisciplinary Composting and Specialty Gardening with CASE



Hydroponics & Aeroponics



Food Recovery at Food Industry Shows



CSR Components for 
Meetings & Events 



Collaborating with Community Food Relief 
Charities



Educating the Industry



James Beard Foundation’s Full-use Kitchen



World Wildlife Fund/AHLEF



Engaging with 
Industry outside SFL



Closing Remarks
Resources



Sign up to 
participate in 
our next citizen 
science event

http://miamistories.net/projects/



Resources 

FIU WEBSITE

Download this presentation slides, view 
webinar recording, and additional resources

https://environment.fiu.edu/coastlines-and-oceans/projects/miami-dade-environmental-education-grant/index.html


Resources – Ascendance Sustainable Events Free Guide 

https://www.greenyourevent.com/ 

Download your free guide "Elevating Event Sustainability"

https://www.greenyourevent.com/


Satisfaction Survey 
THANK YOU


